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Well, I’ve almost completed my first year as your Michigan Section 
Chair. It has been a very active year so far.

First, I’d like to thank Dr. Ghabi Kaspo for his leadership the past three 
years as Chair of the Michigan PFA. I appreciate all the hard work he has put in for our Section. To 
his credit, he initiated our first CE dinner meeting, which was nicely attended by many of our MI 
Fellows. He also was our first Chair to implement an email blast to all our Fellows. Thank you Dr. 
Kaspo for all your dedication to PFA!

My first privilege as your Chair was to attend the UDM School of Dentistry’s Recognition and 
Awards Ceremony in May. There I had the honor to present two awards. The MI Section PFA 
Senior Student Award went to Benjamin Underwood. This award came with a check of $500 from 
our Section. The second award, the PFA Foundation Scholarship Award, went to a junior student, 
Samneet Mangat, along with a check of $1,000.

Next on the calendar came our first-ever Michigan Section CE Dinner Boat Cruise in September. 
Our Section sponsored a continuing education event on Pain Management with Dr. Steven Shoha 
as our guest speaker, as we cruised the Detroit River with a beautiful sunset! Thank you Dr. 
Shoha!

In October, our Michigan Section board met for dinner and brainstorming in preparation for the 
national PFA meeting in November.

The national PFA meeting in Washington D.C. was next. Several MI board members attended this 
very eventful meeting. Here are some of the highlights gleaned from that meeting: 1.) A new 
Fellow can now be inducted after graduation if merited. (Such as having earned a masters degree, 
being published etc.)  2.) PFA has applied to get accredited to give C.E.  3.) PFA has now partnered 
with Serve our Vets, a Washington-State based grassroots organization that promotes honoring War 
veterans by providing dental care in individual volunteer’s offices.  4.) For the second year  
in a row, our Michigan Section received the PFA Model Section Award!

The national office of PFA gives $500 back to local sections to be used towards marketing, meeting 
costs, postage etc. We’ve now taken advantage of this and purchased a large red, white and blue, 
PFA Banner. Be sure to look for it at our next breakfast meeting in April.

Dr. William Demray, Illinois Section Chair, sponsors a PFA International Induction Ceremony in 
Chicago during the Chicago midwinter meeting. I plan to attend this event on February 25, 2016  
at 6 p.m. Seven Michigan dentists will be inducted as new Fellows at that time. This is the 3rd 
Annual International Induction Ceremony to take place at the Chicago Cultural Center. 
 
The first-ever ACD-ICD-PFA C.E. Conference will be held April 8-9, 2016 at the Williamsburg 
Lodge, Williamsburg, Virginia. This is the first time that all three major honorary dental 
organizations will participate in a joint annual meeting. Look for details on our web page at 
fauchard.org for more information.

Our Michigan Section of PFA is the host for this year’s annual Fellowship Reception and Dinner 
with the International College of Dentists and American College of Dentists. This event will take 
place at Meadowbrook Country Club in Northville, MI on Thursday evening, April 14th, in 
conjunction with the Michigan Dental Association’s Annual Session. All Fellows are welcome!

My first year concludes with our Annual PFA-MI Section Breakfast Meeting. 
It will take place on Saturday, April 16, 2016 at the Suburban Collection Showplace and Hyatt 
Place Hotel in Novi. At that meeting, eight new Michigan Fellows will be inducted into PFA.We 
will also be honoring several distinguished Michigan dentists with our Section’s Distinguished 
Dentist Award, Joseph B. Harris Mentorship Award and Special Appreciation Awards.
. 
So, as you can see, the past year has been very busy and I look forward to the coming year.

 
Patricia Boyle DDS



Gabrielle Zuzo was selected for the Pierre Fauchard Academy Oral Health Foundation Scholarship based on her 
scholastic achievement and potential for leadership within the dental profession. Zuzo grew up in Plymouth, 
Michigan. After attending the University of Michigan where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology 
degree, Gabrielle continued at the University of Michigan School of Dentistry. 

In addition to strong academic achievement, Zuzo places a focus on service involvement within the 
community in her free time. She has been deeply involved in the Jonathan Taft Honorary Society, which 
holds free Saturday clinics three times a year providing prophylactic and restorative care to those in need. 
In addition to being the President of the Taft Society, Zuzo was a co-coordinator for the 2015 University of 

Michigan School of Dentistry Give Kids a Smile Event, and volunteered one Saturday per month in her third year, providing 
oral health education, screenings, and fluoride application to children ages 0-4 and their families at a local pediatric clinic. She 
has also held leadership positions in the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry student chapter and Delta Sigma Delta dental 
fraternity Alpha chapter. 
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n Our Michigan Section of the PFA 
will hold its Fall Breakfast Meeting in 
conjunction with the 2016 MDA Annual 
Session in Novi. Our meeting will take place 
on Saturday, April 16th at the Suburban 
Collection Showplace and Hyatt Place 
Hotel in Novi. We’ll meet in the Fireside 
Rooms 1&2 beginning at 7 a.m. All Fellows 
are encouraged to return their breakfast 
meeting attendance forms to our Treasurer, 
Danielle Ruskin, as soon as possible so we 
can have an accurate count for our meeting. 

n At our last Breakfast Meeting in Lansing in April of 2015 we inducted the following 
Michigan dentists into PFA Fellowship: Dr. Lisa Knowles, Dr. Veronica Hamilton, Dr. 
Michael Booth, Dr. Jeffrey Dulude, Dr. Elizabeth Ralstron, Dr. Samuel Blanchard and 
Dr. Stephanie Benton. We were also honored to host national PFA President, Dr. Dan 
Castagna, who gave a presentation on the history of the PFA and then joined us in the 
bestowing of Fellowship to our new candidates.

Additionally, Dr. Edward Hirsch (right) was also honored with our Joseph B. Harris 
Mentorship Award. More meeting photos on page 5.

New PFA Fellows Michael Booth, Jeffrey Dulude, Elizabeth Ralstrom, Sam Blanchard, 
Stephanie Benton, Veronica Hamilton and Lisa Knowles, flanked on the left by PFA  

President, Dan Castagna, 4th District Trustee Cheri Newman and on the right by then  
MI PFA Chair, Ghabi Kaspo

The Pierre Fauchard Scholarship is given annually by the PFA Foundation to each dental school. The Foundation requests that the scholarship be given to an 
outstanding student who demonstrates promise for leadership within the profession and has financial need.

Pierre Fauchard Foundation 2015 Scholarship Recipients

Samneet Mangat  is a 4th year dental student at the University of Detroit Mercy.  She has been actively 
involved with the Pediatric Dentistry Club and the Student Professionalism and Ethics Association (SPEA). 
Through her extracurricular activities and clinical experience, Samneet has found a passion in treating 
children and helping them overcome their dental fears. After graduation, she will be pursuing a pediatric 
dentistry residency at the Children’s Hospital of Colorado. During her spare time, Samneet enjoys exploring 
Detroit and trying new restaurants, spending time with her nieces and nephew, and cheering for the Calgary 
Flames hockey team! 



Dr. Dale Nester has a long and distinguished 
record of service to his community and 
his profession. After graduating from the 
University of Detroit/Mercy School of 
Dentistry in 1979,  Dale established his 
practice in Ithaca Michigan and became 
actively involved in organized dentistry  
and his community. Dale served as Secretary 
and Treasurer and eventually President of  
the Ninth District Dental Society in 1981.  
From 2001-2007, he served as a Trustee to  
the Michigan Dental Association representing 
the Ninth District and Saginaw Valley 
components. During this time he served on 
numerous MDA committees including Manuals/Documents, 
Finance and New Building Committees.

Dr. Nester has served as a Director and Vice Chair of the 
MDAIFG Board and has served as the current Chair since 
2013. He is a Fellow of the American College of Dentists and 
the Pierre Fauchard Academy.

In 2004, Dale, with the help of the Honduras 
Lion’s Club and VOSH of Michigan, 
established a dental clinic in La Esperanza, 
Honduras. Dale raised funds, collected used 
dental equipment and recruited numerous 
volunteers to establish the “Club de Leones 
Clinic/ Dental Ontalogica which is now 
open every day treating the underserved  
in their mountain town. He and a number  
of other local dentists have made eight 
dental mision trips in the past 12 years  
to unselfishly serve their fellow man.

Always active in his local community, Dale 
 has served as a Cub Scout Master and as an active member of 
the Ithaca Rotary Club-eventually serving as its president in 
1985. He’s chaired the Gratiot County United Way Annual  
Fund Drive and served as president of the Ihaca Downtown 
Development Authority. Besides his numerous other com-
munity involvements, Dale was a founding board member 
and continues to serve the Ithaca Community Food Pantry.

PFA Distinguished Service Award
The Pierre Fauchard Academy’s Distinguished Service Award is given at the President’s discretion to Fellows of the Academy who’s actions and deeds reflect 
the highest examples of honorary dental service be it directly for the Academy, the community, education, mentorship and/or philanthropy. This year our 
Michigan Section is proud to announce that Dr. Dale Nester will receive this award during our breakfast meeting on April 16th.

Jessica Delgado  was selected for the Pierre Fauchard Academy Oral Health Foundation Scholarship based 
on her scholastic and was selected for the 2015 Pierre Fauchard Academy Foundation Award based on her 
scholastic achievement, involvement in the dental profession, leadership skills and volunteer experience. 
Delgado is a member of the Omicron Kappa Upsilon Chi Chapter, placing her in the top 10 percent of dental 
students. She was recognized for several awards, including the Colgate Research Award, Robert Mitus 
Scholarship and Laurel Harper Seeley Scholarship.

During her years at U-M, Delgado has been heavily involved in volunteering by helping fabricate much 
needed mouthguards for athletes and providing free preventive and restorative dental care to children 
and adults at several events and clinics, such as the Give Kids a Smile event. In addition, she has served in 

many leadership positions for the American Dental Education Association, Michigan Dental Association Foundation, Scholars 
in Dental Leadership Program at the University of Michigan School of Dentistry and American Student Dental Association. 
Following graduation, Delgado is pursuing a specialty in orthodontics at the University of Detroit Mercy.

The Pierre Fauchard Academy Student Award is given annually to a graduating student at each dental school.

Pierre Fauchard Foundation 2015 Award Recipients

Benjamin Underwood   is a graduate of University of Detroit Mercy Class of 2015.  As a student, he was 
actively involved with the MDA Continuing Education Committee, American Student Dental Association, 
Student Government and the Presidential Ambassador program at the University. Since graduating, he has 
started working with Dr. Cheri Newman in Warren as well as teaching in the 3rd year clinic at the UDM 
Dental School. In his time away from dentistry, Ben enjoys golfing, traveling, and cheering on his Michigan 
State Spartans. Go Green!
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Carol Anne Murdoch-Kinch, DDS, Ph.D 
 is Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, as 
well as a Clinical Professor in the Department 
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery/Hospital 
Dentistry at the University of Michigan  
School of Dentistry. Carol Anne joined  the  
U of M faculty in 2000 as an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Oral Medicine, 
Pathology and Oncology, after serving in 
several other academic appointments and 
capacities at other dental schools, including; 
Dalhousie University, Indiana University and 
the University of Detroit Mercy Schools of 
Dentistry.

In 1999, she received the University of Detroit 
Mercy’s Faculty Achievement Award and was 
elected as a faculty member to Omicron Kappa 
Upsilon Honorary Dental Society. Carol Anne 
has served as Secretary and Chair of the Oral 

and Maxillofacial Radiology Section of the 
American Dental Education Association as  
well as Secretary/Treasurer and President of 
the Organization of Teachers of Oral Diagnosis. 
She’s served as President of the American 
Board of Oral Medicine. 

Throughout her career Carol Anne has lectured 
to thousands of dental students on a wide 
variety of topics in courses on Radiology, 
Craniofacial Genetics and Oral Diagnosis  
and Oral Medicine. She has mentored 
numerous students on a variety of research 
projects and served on the thesis committees for 
a great number of postdoctoral trainees, as well 
as taught innumerable continuing education 
courses and faculty development workshops. 
Carol Anne has had over 30 peer -reviewed 
papers published and written several chapters 
for various dental textbooks. 

Michigan PFA Recognizes Outstanding Dental Faculty
In keeping with the mission of the Pierre Fauchard Academy of recognizing those individuals who have made outstanding contributions to dentistry and 
service to the profession, our Michigan Section is proud to honor the following outstanding dental faculty with our Academy’s Special Appreciation Award

Jeffrey l. Parent DDS received his Doctorate 
in Dental Surgery from the University of 
Detroit Mercy in 1983 and joined UDM’s 
faculty in 2001 as an Adjunct Instructor in 
the Department of Patient Management. In 
2005 he was appointed as Adjunct Instructor 
in the Department of Restorative Dentistry 
and currently serves as a Clinical Associate 
Professor in the Department of Patient 
Management.

Dr. Parent has served on UDM’s Admission 
Committee and as its Chair, and presently 
serves on the Academic Performance 
Committee for the 3rd and 4th year students 
and the Rank and Tenure Committee. 
Throughout his academic teaching career 
Dr. Parent has taught numerous courses on 

Oral Diagnosis, Treatment Planning, Practice 
Management, as well as Operative Dentistry, 
to thousands of students at UDM. He most 
recently developed new modules for Practice 
Management Courses including: disaster 
preparedness, software comparison, business 
systems, practice purchase, conflict resolution 
and financial planning. He has authored 
several articles on Practice Management 
published in the Journal of the Michigan 
Dental Association.

Through his example of unselfish service to 
his fellow man through his work of delivering 
dental care to the home bound and those in 
extended care facilities, while maintaining a 
faculty appointment and a part -time general 
dental practice, Dr. Parent has served as a 
respected mentor to all in our profession.
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The Michigan Section of the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy is proud to announce that it will 
honor Dr. Ronald Paler on Saturday, April 
16th, during our spring breakfast meeting 
in Novi. Ronald Paler DDS has continually 
distinguished himself throughout his 
professional career through his service to his 
country and his profession in a variety of 
leadership and mentoring roles. Those roles 
include dentist, dental educator and mentor.

After graduating from the University of 
Michigan School of Dentistry in 1961, Ron 
served for the next three years in the U.S. Air 
Force as a Captain in the Dental Corps of the 350th Medical 
Group of the Strategic Air Command. Upon completing 
his service, Ron established a general dental practice in 
Westland, which he maintained for the next 40 years while 
simultaneously working to serve and advance the dental 
profession. 

He served in many capacities and offices for the Detroit 
District Dental Society, eventually serving as its president in 
1986. Dr. Paler served as a Detroit Trustee to the Michigan 
Dental Association from 1985-1991 and was eventually elected 
Board secretary followed by president in 1992. Additionally, 
Ron served from 1991-2011 on the Board of the Michigan 

Dental Foundation, eventually serving as its 
president from 2002 through 2011.  In 2010 
Ron was awarded the prestigious John B. Nolen 
MDA Meritorious Award in recognition of his 
contributions to the profession.

At the national level, Ron served on the ADA 
Council on Government Affairs and Federal 
Dental Services from 1993-1996. He served on 
the Board of Directors of the Tri-County Dental 
Health Council from 1984-1987. Ron served 
as Treasurer, Deputy Regent, Vice Regent and 
Regent of the 9th District USA Section of the 
International College of Dentists.

Dr. Paler served as an Adjunct Professor at the U of M School 
of Dentistry from 2014-2015 and continues to be very actively 
involved, through the International College of Dentists, in a 
dental student exchange program between U of M’s School of 
Dentistry and the University of Sao Paulo School of Dentistry 
in Baru, Brazil.

In keeping with the mission of the Pierre Fauchard Academy 
of recognizing those individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to dentistry and service to the profession, our 
Michigan Section is proud to honor Dr. Ronald Paler with our 
Academy’s prestigious Joseph B. Harris Mentorship Award.

Michigan Section Honors Ronald Paler DDS

Right: Richard Stilwill,  
Susan Carron and  

Joanne Dawley

Left:  PFA International  
President Dan Castagna  
and  Region 4 Trustee  
Cheri Newman

Above:  Incoming Michigan 
Section Chair, Pat Boyle 
thanks outgoing Chair  
Ghabi Kaspo

Above: Greg Maxon,  
Lisa Knowles  

and Dale Nester

Right:  
Norm Palm  

and Tom  
Lambert
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The PFA CE Cruise
On Thursday evening, September 10th, 
our Michigan Section of PFA held our first 
ever continuing education event- a CE 
River Cruise aboard the Diamond Queen 
Riverboat in Detroit. The event featured  
a buffet dinner and cash bar, as well as  
a 1 credit CE presentation on Pain 
Management by Dr. Steve Shoha.  
Following the lecture everyone had  
a chance to mingle and enjoy the Detroit 
and Canadian skylines as the sun 
disappeared over the horizon.

The sun goes down behind the Ambassador Bridge

Dr. Steve Shoha lectures on Pain Management

Richard Stilwill and Pat Boyle

Danielle Ruskin and  
Michelle Tulak-Gorecki

CE participants enjoy the buffet and lecture. 

Steve and Dominick Shoha and  
Chris Gorecki

Sherill Behnke and  
Joanne Dawley

Right: The Diamond Queen  
arrives for boarding


