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The MOM Story

Oral health is an integral part of the overall health and well-being of every person. Unfortunately, according to
statistics reported by the Virginia Health Care Foundation:

3.8 million Virginians – roughly 47% of our state’s population – have no dental insurance.
Residents of 67 communities across the Commonwealth have no dental safety net provider.
Of the existing safety net clinics, many operate on a part-time basis and have a demand for dental
services that far exceeds their capacity.

With nowhere to turn, thousands of people across Virginia experience pain, difficulty eating,
embarrassment, and serious health complications resulting from oral disease, simply because they lack the
resources to get comprehensive dental care and preventative services. That’s why MOM exists – to provide
access to free, quality dental care for underserved Virginians.

Created in 2000 by Dr. Terry Dickinson, executive director of the Virginia Dental Association, the Mission
of Mercy (MOM) program operates mobile clinics across the Commonwealth, particularly in rural areas.
MOM projects provide preventative, restorative, and surgical dental treatments for more than 4,000
low-income people each year, thanks to the contributions of time and talent from 2,500 volunteer dentists,
dental hygienists, other dental professionals and community members. This year marks the 18th anniversary
of MOM. Through 97 completed projects statewide, more than 65,000 adults and children have benefited
from $43.6 million in donated dental care since the first project was held in 2000.

How to Help

MOM relies on an ever-growing network of generous supporters to carry out
its mission. Join our 2017 Mission of Mercy by:
•   Making a Gift to MOM. The average cost of dental treatment per
person is $55. Make a donation at www.vdaf.org or send a check to the
Virginia Dental Association Foundation at the address below. Put
“MOM” on the memo line.
•    Volunteering at a MOM Project. See project dates and locations and
sign up to volunteer at www.vdaf.org.
•    Spreading the Word about MOM. Encourage your friends and
colleagues to learn more about MOM and get involved.
•    Host a MOM Fundraiser. Turn your birthday or block party into an
event with a cause.
 VDAF 3460 Mayland Ct., Ste. 110, Richmond, VA  23233
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