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President’s Message

The opportunity to meet colleagues from all over the world at our Annual Meet-
ing is one of the privileges of being a Fellow of our International Dental Honor 
Academy. It is an even greater privilege and an honor to be able to travel to 

other parts of the world to represent the Academy and take part in Section activities as a 
Trustee or Offi cer. 

I had the honor of kicking off my Presidency and ending 2014 on a high note in 
December when both I and Executive Director Loralie Lowder were invited to attend the 
India Section’s 28th Annual Convocation and Awards Ceremony and the First Major Gen-
eral Dr. Kartar Singh Oration at the Maulana Azad Institute of Dental Sciences (MAIDS) 
in New Delhi. Dr. Mahesh Verma Section Chair, and Dean of MAIDS, warmly welcomed 
us and was a most gracious host. We participated in their Senate business meeting fol-
lowed by a lovely dinner hosted by Dr. Verma. The following day we had the pleasure 
of participating in their continuing education lecture, High Tea, and the formal induction 
and awards ceremony. During the delightful luncheon following the ceremony you could 
tell that the Academy is very revered and at the forefront of dentistry in India. Everyone 
was so kind and welcoming and it was a pleasure to spend time with this vibrant Section! 
I congratulate the India Section for the effi ciency and excellence of the program they are 
able to fi t into a few hours. 

Another reason for our visit to India seems to be bearing fruit; discussions were 
opened to gauge their interest in being part of a new PFA Region, the East Asia Region. 
Currently, the whole country of India is a Section in Region 9 Asia. With this new pro-
posal, India would divide into multiple Sections and select a Trustee to represent them on 
the Board of Trustees. The new Trustee would also work to start Sections in the countries 
of Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh that would be included in the new Region 11. I am 
happy to say that as I write this, the vote came in approving the proposal and so I com-
mend the Executive Council and the Board of Trustees for their due diligence, thought-
ful analysis and approval of this measure. All that remains is India’s acceptance of the 
proposal, a Memorandum of Agreement and selection of a Trustee to represent them on 
the Board.

At the end of January it was truly an honor to go back to where my journey to the 
presidency began by going home to the Georgia Section for their 13th Annual Leadership 
Conference and Convocation. I am so proud of this Section and of course I’m biased, but 
they continually raise the bar on putting together a fun, informative and special weekend 
conference. Each and every Section Chair has left the Section stronger than they found 
it, and each Conference Chair has continued the tradition of excellence by adding their 
special touches to make the meeting an event to remember and this year was no excep-
tion. Section Chair, Dr. Lou Ann Best and Conference Chair, Dr. Evis Babo orchestrated 
an energetic and memorable event! It was a distinct pleasure to have not one but two 
Lowders on hand joining in the festivities! Loralie Lowder and Dr. Gary Lowder attended 
the weekend. It was very special for me to have Dr. Lowder in attendance because if he 
had not consented to come to Georgia’s very fi rst conference 13 years ago I’m pretty sure 
I would not be where I am today! I really can’t say enough about the Georgia Section, 
they are truly a warm and generous group that really knows how to make their President 
feel special. It was a wonderful weekend with a great team, and everyone involved is to 
be congratulated for a job well done. 

More recently, I also attended an evening of honor held at the Chicago Cultural 
Center on February 26th. Organized by Dr. William Demray, Chair of the Illinois Section, 
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this second International Induction 
welcomed new PFA fellows into the 
Academy. Members of the American 
Student Dental Association from 
Midwestern University School of 
Dentistry also attended and shared 
their thoughts on the future of den-
tistry and organized dentistry. 

So, what do these successful 
Sections share in common? Vision, 
passion and enthusiasm! It is ever so 
much easier for others to get excited 
about things to be done when an 
energetic leader is showing the way. 
As Ralph Waldo Emerson said “En-
thusiasm is one of the most power-
ful engines of success”. The Section 
Chairs of these 3 Sections have been 
willing to try new things, they value 
member involvement, and they do 
not do what they do alone – they 
delegate and engage their Fellows in 
the work of their Section so that they 
continually raise the bar on their 
Section activities and successes. It is 
invigorating to observe these high 
levels of dedication, commitment 
and camaraderie that foster growth 
in fellowship and volunteerism. 

In Fellowship,

—DR. KARYN L. STOCKWELL
President of the 

Pierre Fauchard Academy
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From the Desk of the 

President-Elect

Dr. Mike Schafhauser
“We need objectives. We need focus and direction. Most of all, we need the sense of 
accomplishment that comes from achieving what we set out to do………it’s important 
to make plans, even if we decide to change them, so that at least for the moment we 
know where we are going and we can have a sense of progress. In the long run, it’s 
frustrating, not liberating, to be like the airplane pilot who radios, “I have good news 
and bad news. The good news is that I’m making excellent time. The bad news is that 
I’m lost!” Or, putting it another way, a sailor without a destination cannot hope for 
a favorable wind.”

–Leon Tec, MD
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It was my privilege to participate 
in a project on PFA’s behalf in 
San Antonio last year at our an-

nual Board of Trustees meeting. I will 
be the fi rst to admit that the concept 
of “Strategic Planning” is not one of my 
favorites. I’m a veteran of the strategic 
planning process both at the ADA and 
at my state dental association. I might 
even go so far as to say I found it to be 
a waste of my time and dues dollars. 
But why should that be? Who wouldn’t 
want a plan or vision for the future of 
any organization? I guess in my case it 
was because the only action that could 
be derived from it was to hold a fu-
ture meeting to do more word smithing 
where someone wanted to change the 
word “a” to “the”. I’m afraid that might 
not be my kind of meeting. This was 
amazingly different! 

PFA actually has a one page docu-
ment with all of our goals on ONE side 
of the page. And that vision statement 
that is usually so verbose and full of 
5  Pierre Fauch
 nonsense? Nowhere to be found. We 
have one  sentence.

PFA PREFERRED FUTURE 

The Pierre Fauchard Academy’s mission 
is to grow leaders in the dental profes-
sion, their communities and society.

How refreshing is that? We have a fi ve-
year plan – not to drag PFA into the future, 
but, as stated by Dr. Tec, we will have a 
sense of accomplishment that comes from 
achieving what we set out to do. We can 
have that sense of progress. Can the future 
be changed? Many parts of it can be. Are we 
allowed to change those plans to respond 
to the present set of circumstances and 
know if the desired outcome will be bet-
ter? Of course, and with this program’s help 
we’ll know better when success is achieved 
and shortcomings can be addressed.

With regards,

—DR. MIKE SCHAFHAUSER
President-elect of the 

Pierre Fauchard Academy
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From the Desk of the 

Immediate Past 
President

Dr. Daniel M. Castagna
During my year as the 
 Academy’s Immediate Past 
President, representing the 

Offi cers and Board of Trustees continues 
to be a prominent and important activ-
ity. With Section invitations, I have an 
opportunity to be present at various Sec-
tions events, where I bring and express 
recognition of the PFA Section and the 
Chairperson activities. So far this year, 
I have or will visit the following sec-
tions: Illinois, Arizona, Utah, Washing-
ton, Southern California, Oregon, Texas 
and Northern California. The time spent 
at these sections also gives me the op-
portunity to gain knowledge about the 
commonalities and differences between 
Sections. I get to see how they conduct 
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From the Desk of the 

Vice President
business, recruit new Fellows, hold vari-
ous social activities and sometimes also 
see how they participate in community 
service projects using Foundation Sec-
tion project grants. 

As a visiting Offi cer, the new Fel-
low’s induction into the Academy is a 
great highlight. Many times, I participate 
in the induction ceremony by reading 
the pledge and presenting the Academy 
ribbons, pins and certifi cates. Being a 
part of these inductions makes me very 
proud to represent all Academy Fellows! 
I hope with this message that I can en-
courage everyone to continue to actively 
participate in your respective Sections. 
Also, to communicate Section activity 
information to the Academy’s central 
d Academy  Mar

Barry A. Feder
 offi ce Executive Director, Loralie  Lowder 
and our Dental World Editor, Fiona Col-
lins for offi cial publication or posting on 
our website at www.fauchard.org. By 
 doing so, everyone can see those activi-
ties. When visiting these Sections, I wit-
ness the Academy’s mission lives in our 
Fellows. Again, remember that all real 
PFA activities occur at the local level.

All Fellows, please look ahead and 
attend the Academy’s Annual Awards 
Luncheon – our signature event. Your 
attendance demonstrates a continued 
commitment to the Academy’s ideals and 
goals by honoring the profession’s best. 
The tentative date is Saturday November 
7, 2015 in Washington, DC during the 
American Dental Association Meeting. 
Finally, I am excited to continue serving 
as your Immediate Past President and to 
participate on the Executive Committee 
that works in concert with the Board of 
Trustees, the Executive Director’s Offi ce 
and Academy Fellows worldwide. Please 
contact me with any issues/concerns 
you may have for our Academy – I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Fraternally,

—DR. DANIEL M. CASTAGNA
Immediate Past President of the 

Pierre Fauchard Academy
2015 marks my fi rst year as Vice 
President of the Pierre Fauchard 
Academy. I passed my Region 5 

Trustee duties to Dr. Denise Habjan, who 
was previously the Southern California 
Section Chair and will continue to assist 
Denise during her fi rst year as Region 
5 Trustee. During my time as  Region 5 
Trustee, I was tasked with coming up 
with a new and revised International 
dues structure. This was adopted at our 
San Antonio meeting. I was also fortu-
nate to represent our Academy at Sec-
tion meetings in Washington, Oregon, 
Southern California, Northern California, 
Idaho and Arizona.

 Since being elected Vice President in 
San Antonio at our annual meeting last 
October, I have had the opportunity to 
represent the Academy at the Chicago 
Mid-Winter meeting, where I attended 
the Illinois Section induction ceremony. 
I represented the Academy this year at 
the Regional FDI meeting in Santiago, 
Chile where our Trustee, Francisco Omar 
Campos, presided over an Induction cere-
mony bringing thirteen New Fellows into 
the Academy on the 26th of March. I am 
also attending our mid-year meeting of 
both the Budget and Finance Committee 
and the Executive Council meetings this 
Spring, both of which will be held con-
currently in Washington, DC. I will con-
tinue to represent the Academy at other 
events during 2015. Our annual meeting 
this year will be held in November in 
Washington, DC. As in past years, it will 
be held in conjunction with the American 
Dental Association Annual Meeting. 

During our meeting in San Antonio, 
we went through a strategic planning pro-
gram. A committee consisting of myself as 
chair and Trustees Dr. Frank Braun (Eu-
rope), Dr. Francisco Omar Campos (Cen-
tral and South America) and Dr. Teruko 
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 Yamamoto (Asia), was tasked to do two 
things pretty much right away. We wrote a 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
the Academy and its Sections. This was 
completed in November, 2014, and then 
referred to Trustee Cheri Newman for in-
clusion in the revised Policy and Proce-
dure Manual. The same Committee, under 
the same strategic plan, wrote a revised 
Trustee duties document. This was com-
pleted in December, 2014 and also then 
referred to Dr. Newman. Our committee 
is currently working on measures to bring 
better governance to some of our larger 
International Trustee Regions (Europe, 
Asia and Central and South America). As 
you can imagine, there are many diffi cul-
ties in trying to govern such large regions. 
These include cultural and language dif-
ferences, distances that are very large, and 
political and social differences. We are 
looking at potentially dividing some of 
these Regions to make them more man-
ageable. This is still a work in progress. 

I was fortunate to be involved in 
the planning to create a new Trustee 
Region composed of India,  Bangladesh, 
Nepal and Siri Lanka, and provided 
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From the Desk of the 

Executive Directo
the Executive Council and the Board 
of Trustees with a fi nancial analysis of 
the costs and risks involved with cre-
ating a new Region. I am glad to say 
that a proposal to create this Region 
has been passed by our Board of Trus-
tees (March 2015) and along with our 
Memorandum of Understanding will 
be forwarded to India for acceptance. 
I plan on continuing to strengthen re-
lationships with all of our International 
Trustees. We currently have fi ve – Jerry 
Dushkin (Canada), Teruko Yamamo-
to (Asia), Omar Campos (Central and 
South America), Rick Sawers (Australa-
sia) and Frank Braun (Europe/Africa) – 
soon to be six if everything comes to 
fruition with India, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Sri Lanka. Our International Trus-
tees feel it is very important to have a 
strong International component to our 
Academy, and we have an outstanding 
group of International Trustees to ac-
complish this.

As part of my role and involvement 
with the Pierre Fauchard Academy, I 
am also Chair of the Awards Commit-
tee, which consists of President Karyn 
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Loralie Lowder
Stockwell, Trustees Frank Braun and 
Rick Sawers, and our Executive Director, 
Loralie Lowder. Together, we are respon-
sible for choosing the recipients of our 
Academy’s achievement awards. These 
include the Fauchard Gold Medal Award, 
the Elmer S. Best Memorial Award, the 
Dental Trade and Industry Award of Rec-
ognition, the Model Section Awards, and 
the Hall of Fame new members (both 
Baltimore and Paris).

In closing, I want to thank our Execu-
tive Director, Ms. Loralie Lowder, for her 
continuing administrative support. I also 
want to recognize all of our Trustees, 
who all work hard to make our Academy 
successful. Our offi cers and Executive 
Council (including our accountant Dan 
Jonker) have also given of their time and 
efforts to help guide our Academy. Our 
Fellows are highly respected throughout 
the world, and I am proud to be an Of-
fi cer and Fellow of our Academy.

Sincerely,

—BARRY A. FEDER 
Vice President of the 

Pierre Fauchard Academy
In December 2014, I had the plea-
sure of traveling to India togeth-
er with PFA President Dr. Karyn 

Stockwell to attend the India Section In-
duction Ceremony. We were graciously 
received by Dr. Mahesh Verma, Director, 
Principal and Professor of the Maulana 
Azad Institute of Dental Sciences in New 
Delhi. His colleagues gave us a tour of 
the wonderful school and we were able 
to meet many of the students and see 
them working one on one with patients. 
I also had the honor of fi nally meeting 
Dr. Theogaraj Samraj who has served the 
India section as treasurer for 28 years. 
My sincerest thank you to him for the 
passion and time he has dedicated to the 
Academy. We attended their CE course 
and induction ceremony on December 
14th, and were very impressed with the 
quality of new fellows coming into the 
PFA India Section. The Ceremony was 
amazing and was held at the Institute 
in a beautiful on site Auditorium. There 
were 33 new fellows inducted that day! 
My congratulations to the India Section 
for the success and excellence of their 
event!

I was also happy to be invited for a 
second year to attend the Georgia Sec-
tion Annual meeting, which also includ-
ed the Sections from neighboring states 
Alabama and Florida. They inducted 18 
new fellows – it was truly a wonderful 
weekend event. I felt so welcome and 
part of this group of Fellows who have 
genuinely become great friends with 
one another. We were happy to have the 
President of the PFA Foundation, Gary 
Lowder, at the event as well. He pre-
sented checks for two grants that were 
received by organizations in Georgia. He 
also spoke at both the Induction Cere-
mony and the business meeting, sharing 
with us the wonderful causes that the 
Foundation Donation money is fund-
ing. Of course we celebrated having our 
current President Dr. Karyn Stockwell, a 
Georgian through and through, in atten-
dance as well.

I could probably write 10 pages 
about all of the wonderful Sections that I 
get to work with, mostly via phone and 
email, and occasionally I am fortunate 
enough to attend some of these fantastic 
meetings in person. As these were the 
two most recent that I attended I chose to 
use them as examples of the cameraderie 
and friendly nature that I believe is a hall-
mark of the Pierre Fauchard  Academy. 
hard Academy • www.fauchard.org



Some of you may not know that I grew 
up with the PFA in my life. My father 
has been a Fellow of the Academy since 
1990, served as the President in 2003 and 
continued to serve the Foundation of the 
Academy. As a young girl I attended PFA 
events with him and was ALWAYS im-
pressed with the kindness I was shown 
by Fellows and by the spouses attend-
ing these events. I have vivid memories 
of Fellows then who still attend meet-
ings today – it brings a smile to my face 
to see them and know that the PFA is a 
family of Dentists who have contributed 
to dentistry and who uphold quality and 
integrity in their profession. Some 15 
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years later when I heard the Academy 
was looking for an Executive Director, it 
was my love of the Fellows that I have 
met and known that drove me to apply.

“I’ve learned that people will forget 
what you said, people will forget what 
you did, but people will never forget how 
you made them feel.” 

– Maya Angelou

Such poignant words and so fi tting 
for the Fellows of our beloved Academy. 
I want to encourage each one of you to 
make a lasting memory for those that you 
encounter at PFA events and anywhere 
d Academy  Mar

Upcoming Events
SDA Annual Scientifi c Session, Arkansas Sta
ental Association 

tar of the North Meeting, Minnesota 
ssociation

0th Edition of the Balkan Stomatological
ongress

47th Pennsylvania Dental Association Annu
ession

klahoma Dental Association Annual Meetin

alifornia Dental Association Spring Meeting

wa Dental Annual Session

1st Annual Scientifi c Session of the America

cademy of Cosmetic Dentistry

0th CAD/CAM & Digital Dentistry Internatio

onference

he Texas Meeting, Annual Session of the Te

ental Association

usic City Dental Conference, Tennessee De

ssociation

59th North Carolina Dental Society Annual

lorida National Dental Convention

ocus on Dentistry: AIO - Italian Dental Asso

acifi c Northwest Dental Conference
in your life. Leave that person feeling 
 positive and happy because they encoun-
tered you. A smile, a simple hello and 
an introduction can go a long way. I will 
remember the kindness I experienced 
from the many Fellows I have met in In-
dia, Georgia, Canada, Southern Califor-
nia, Michigan, Denver, Chicago and will 
also remember all of the other wonderful 
places where I have had, and will have, 
the honor of attending PFA functions.

Sincerely,

—LORALIE LOWDER
Executive Director of the 

Pierre Fauchard Academy
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Report on the Second Annual International 
Induction Ceremony in Chicago
The Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
section of the Pierre Fauchard 

Academy, and the second annual inter-
national induction ceremony in Chicago, 
were held at the beautiful Chicago Cul-
tural Center on Thursday February 26, 
2015. This combined event was hosted 
by Illinois section chair, Dr.  William Dem-
ray, and was held under the  beautiful 
Tiffany glass dome in the spectacular 
Preston Bradley Hall. As Chicago’s most 
renowned offi cial reception venue, the 
Cultural Center was a most appropri-
ate setting to honor dental dignitaries 
and PFA fellows along with family and 
friends during the Chicago Dental Soci-
ety Midwinter Dental  Meeting.

Dignitaries in attendance included 
Dr. Karyn Stockwell, President of the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy; Immedi-
ate Past President Dr. Dan Castagna; 
Past President Dr. Ernesto Acuña; Vice 
President Dr. Barry Feder; Trustee 
Dr. Cheri Newman; Michigan Section 
Dental World • March/April 2016

New Inductees at the Chicago International 
Induction Ceremony.

Dr. Karyn Stockwell, President of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy, addressing Fellows, new 
inductees and guests.
Chair Dr. Ghabi Kaspo; Illinois Treasurer 
Dr. Christos Baboulos; Dean of the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy School of Den-
tistry, Dr. Mert Aksu; and internationally 
acclaimed author and speaker Dr. John 
Molinari. Five members of the American 
Student Dental Association (ASDA) from 
Midwestern University School of Den-
tistry were invited to attend, brought 
greetings and addressed the attendance. 
The students attending were seniors 
Paraj Patel and Zach McCready, who  
will be in the fi rst graduating class of 
the new Midwestern School of Dentist-
ry, and third-year students Louis Asima-
kopoulos, Sukhmani Mutlani and Alisha 
Nichols.

The evening began with a cock-
tail and hors d’oeuvre reception, fol-
lowed by the introduction of Dr. Karyn 
Stockwell who gave a friendly welcome 
as well as an update on the Academy. 
The event continued with the induction 
of the following Fellows: Drs. Francis 
5  Pierre Fauc

Entire reception at the Induction ceremony.

Dr. William Demray, Illinois Section Chair, 
addressing participants at the Chicago 
International Induction Ceremony.
Janisse and Gary Mannarino from On-
tario, Dr. Bradley Boughton from Indiana, 
Dr. Nicole Dalkemper from South Caro-
lina, Dr. Kevin M. King from Illinois and 
Drs. Rachel Stockhausen, Alireza Amilari, 
Chelsea Lynn Mason and Carlos Ramirez 
all from Michigan. Dr. Carlos Ramirez 
was also honored with the Distinguished 
Dentist Award. Dr. Ramirez was born in 
Peru, earned his medical degree from 
Wayne State University and received his 
dental degree from the University of De-
troit Mercy. He completed his residency 
training in oral maxillofacial surgery at 
St. John Providence Health System. He 
has done extensive training in head and 
neck oncology/microvascular surgery, 
and is one of few surgeons trained to per-
form the high risk complex ablative and 
microvascular reconstructive surgery for 
aggressive cancers of the head and neck. 

Sincerely,

—WILLIAM DEMRAY
Section Chair, Illinois
hard Academy • www.fauchard.org

L to R: Dr.  Tin Chun Wong (President of FDI 
World Dental Federation), Dr. Carlos Ramirez 
(recipient of the Distinguished Dentist Award) 
and Dr. Ghabi Kaspo.



L - R: Chicago Midwestern Students Sukhmani 
Mutlani, Louis Asimakopoulos, Paraj Patel and 
Alisha Nichols.

Midwestern University School of Dentistry ASDA Members Share their Thoughts
During the second annual inter-
national induction ceremony in 

Chicago, students from Midwestern Uni-
versity School of Dentistry shared their 
thoughts on leadership, the future of 
dentistry, their parent societies and the 
role played by organized dentistry.

ASDA chapter president for the 
school, Alisha Nichols, who is in the 
2LT Illinois Army National Guard Dental 
Corps, spoke fi rst on the importance of 
leadership for the direction and future 
success of ASDA, an organization with 
22,000 members, representing 90% of 
dental students. She spoke of how for-
tunate they were to have ADA President 
Dr. Maxine Feinberg speak at the recent 
ASDA annual session in Boston, MA 
about how the ADA advocates for stu-
dents on multiple platforms, at the same 
time reminding ASDA members that they 
need to step up to the challenge and 
how inspirational that was. 

Alisha spoke of the need to contin-
ue to reinforce the value that organized 
dentistry brings to dentistry, to reach out 
to the younger members and help them 
understand the value of a strong organi-
zation and voice for our profession.

Sukhmani Mutlani, ASDA Chapter 
Secretary, addressed the importance of 
a strong voice in organized  dentistry 
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as it relates to governmental affairs 
and healthcare policy. She cited recent 
events, including the efforts of the ADA 
to delay the ‘red fl ags’ rule that has been 
estimated to cost over $600 per dental 
practice if implemented and maintaining 
Section 179 allowing practices to deduct 
up to $250,000 in capital equipment pur-
chases per year. She also spoke of stu-
dent loan issues, citing that, according 
to ADEA, that the average dental student 
graduates with upwards of $241,000 of 
student loan debt—an increase of more 
than 66% in the last decade. On April 8, 
2014, 53 ASDA chapters scheduled more 
than 175 appointments with lawmakers 
and staff, lobbying on behalf of student 
loan refi nancing and interest deduction. 

Louis Asimakopoulos spoke of or-
ganized dentistry in the context of infor-
mation and education, sharing his view 
that organized dentistry helps to set up 
an environment that makes it easy for its 
members to learn and grow’ further, that 
it fosters an environment of education 
and advancements and that organized 
dentistry should always be the voice we 
look to as a champion in evidence based 
dentistry, providing for better patient 
care. 

Lastly, Paraj Patel addressed men-
torship as an integral part of organized 
 Academy  Mar
dentistry, without which a common 
bond and common pursuit for success-
ful patient care would not exist. He cited 
the importance of this in putting a face 
on the dental community and organized 
dentistry, so that it would feel less like 
only a journal that you receive monthly 
and more and more as an association 
of friends and colleagues that you feel 
comfortable sharing your time and sto-
ries. In closing, he stated that we should 
never forget “we practice dentistry for 
the betterment of patient care.”

It was a pleasure to have these ASDA 
members as our guests, and to listen to 
their perspectives on their chosen profes-
sion, the future and organized dentistry.
Section 
News

Germany
The annual meeting of the Germany 
Section of the Pierre Fauchard Acad-

emy was held in Frankfurt in  November 
2014. Dr. Samireh Nikolakakos, Chair of 
the Section, opened the meeting, and Dr. 
Frank Braun also spoke to the Fellows. 

During the  meeting, New Fellows were 
inducted and awards presented. 

Sincerely,

—SAMIREH NIKOLAKAKOS
Section Chair, Germany
India
The India Section’s 28th Annual Con-
vocation and Awards Ceremony and 

the First Major General Dr. Kartar Singh 
Oration at the Maulana Azad Institute of 
Dental Sciences (MAIDS) was held in 
New Delhi in December, 2014. Dr. Ma-
hesh Verma Section Chair, and Dean of 
MAIDS, warmly welcomed Executive 
Director Loralie Lowder and President 
Karyn Stockwell. The meeting began 
with Senate business, followed by a 
dinner hosted by Dr. Verma. The fol-
lowing day the continuing education 
lecture was held, with an oration by 
ch/April 2015 • Dental World 7
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Section 
News

The Senate meeting of the India Section.

Processing into the auditorium for the 
Induction and Awards Ceremony.

India continued

Georgia

USA
Lt. Gen. Vimal  Arora, 
Director of Dental 
Services & Colonel 
Commandant of the 
Army Dental Corps in 
honor of the late Ma-
jor General Dr. Kartar 
Singh for whom the 
CDE program was 
just renamed. This 
was followed by a 
social break for High 
Tea after which the 
new Fellows, Chief 
01

New Fellows taking the pledge.
The Georgia Section has been ac-
tively promoting leadership, service 

and fellowship. The section held a joint 
breakfast meeting with the American 
College of Dentists and the Internation-
al College of Dentists during the annual 
meeting of the Georgia Dental Associa-
tion. The report on upcoming events 
and activities was presented by Sec-
tion Chair Dr. Lou Ann Best. This has 
been a very special year for our section, 
and the induction of Dr. Karyn Stock-
well as President of the Pierre Fauchard 
5  Pierre Fauc
 Academy has energized our member-
ship, and we had a very successful an-
nual meeting.

The 13th Annual Leadership Confer-
ence and Convocation of the Georgia Sec-
tion was held on the weekend of January 
30th to February 1st at the Ritz Carlton 
Lodge, Lake Oconee, Georgia. Section 
Chair, Dr. Lou Ann Best and Conference 
Chair, Dr. Evis Babo orchestrated and 
hosted the event with energy and great 
attention to detail. This year we were 
joined by Fellows from the  Alabama and 
Guests and Senate don cap and gown 
and process into the auditorium for a 
formal induction and awards ceremony 
attended by family and Fellows. Thir-
ty-three new Fellows were inducted, 
awards presented and the new Sec-
tion Chair, Dr. Sandesh Mayekar, was 
h

installed. A special service award was 
presented to Dr. Theogaraj Samraj by 
Dr.  Karyn Stockwell, for his 28 years 
of service as the Section’s Secretary 
Treasurer. Following the ceremony, a 
luncheon was held to which all were 
invited. 
ard Academy • www.fauchard.org



Section 
News

Georgia continued

New Fellows from Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia.

President Karyn Stockwell addressing attendees.
Florida Sections for a joint conference. 
It was with great pleasure that we also 
welcomed our own Dr.  Karyn Stockwell, 
President of the Pierre Fauchard Acade-
my and a Fellow of the Georgia Section, 
and we celebrated her appointment as 
President. The event was also attended 
by Dr. Gary Lowder, PFA foundation 
Chair, and  Loralie  Lowder, PFA Execu-
tive Director.

The meeting started off with an an-
nual “Give Kids a Smile” program. PFA 
Fellows, under the guidance and lead-
ership of Dr. Shirley Fisher, provided 
preventive and restorative treatment 
to local underserved children. Dietary 
advice was also given, and $47,000 
worth of services were provided free 
of charge. More involvement is need-
ed from our Fellows to make this even 
more successful. 

Friday evening was a special dinner 
with a theme of wine and pasta pair-
ing. Dr. Tom David was our guide to 
this complex concept and made appre-
ciation simple. For most of us, delicious 
food and wine was just pure fun. Each of 
our new inductees was introduced dur-
ing the evening in a less formal manner, 
and the evening continued in the Lodge 
Lounge until late, giving plenty of oppor-
tunity for Fellows and guests to mingle 
and greet. 

Saturday was a busy day, and be-
gan with a target shooting excursion for 
some enthusiasts among us, who found 
pleasure being out-doors in what for 
Georgia was ‘cold weather.’ As it turned 
out, the ladies from our Alabama Section 
were superior at this event than the gen-
tlemen. Some attendees at our Meeting 
took a tour of local homes and some, 
www.fauchard.org • Pierre Fauchar

Fellows celebrate at the Annual Leadership 
Conference and Convocation.

L to R: Dr. Rob Mcghee, Dr. Todd Mullikin, 
Dr. Elizabeth Lewis and Dr. David Drew.
like me, chose to ice skate and take a 
few falls. 

Dr. Steven Filler provided four ex-
citing hours of CE in the afternoon, on 
the topic “Emergencies in the Dental 
offi ce.” Fellows also had an opportuni-
ty to interact with our very supportive 
sponsors who generously supported 
our event: Affi nity Bank, American Ex-
press, Atlanta Dental Supply, Benco, 
the Hinman Dental Society, New Im-
age Dental Lab and Oberman Law 
fi rms. Their contribution was greatly 
appreciated. 

Saturday evening was the highlight 
of the weekend. It began with the Pho-
tography session for new inductees, 
followed by a slide show and presen-
tation in celebration of our fi rst female 
PFA President, Dr. Karyn Stockwell. 
 Eighteen nominees were welcomed into 
Fellowship during the black-tie gala din-
ner-dance, including 13 from Georgia, 
3 from Alabama and 2 from Georgia. 
There were approximately 150 attend-
ees, including Fellows, spouses, new 
Fellows, award recipients and sponsors. 
The evening continued with live music 
and dancing where some of us had an 
opportunity to show our dancing skills 
(or lack thereof). For most of us, the 
evening didn’t stop with the music, it 
just continued from banquet hall to the 
lounge. 

Sunday was an important and pro-
ductive part of the meeting.  Recipients 
of the Mark Ritz Research Scholar-
ship presented their research: Alex 
Culberson and Travis Garnto were 
awarded this scholarship. Alyssa Mar-
tinis was  awarded the PFA Foundation 
d Academy  March/April 2015 • Dental World 9
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Section 
News

Michigan

Dr. Patricia Boyle, Section Chair of the 
Michigan Section.

L to R: Dr. Dennis Price with Dr. Karl Lange 
(section chair).

Kentucky

Georgia continued

 Scholarship for her excellent academic 
record. Dr. Gary Lowder, Chair of PFA 
Foundation, spoke about the mission of 
the Foundation and encouraged contri-
bution from all of us. PFA once again 
donated $10,000 to the Georgia Mis-
sion of Mercy program. The hard work 
of all the volunteers was recognized. A 
brief overview of our next meeting was 
also presented. As always, excellent at-
tendance and lots of energy made this a 
memorable event. 

We also have member news to share: 
Drs. Evis Babo and Kumar Patel were 
inducted into American College of Den-
tists; Dr. Paul Isler was awarded the Gold 
Pin for his services to the Hinman Dental 
Society; and, Dr. Carole Lefevre was ap-
pointed as the Secretary of the American 
College of Prosthodontists.

Sincerely,

—LOU ANN BEST 
Section Chair 
1

L to R: Dr. Mark Schulte with Dr. Karl Lange.
The annual meeting of the  Kentucky 
Section of the Pierre Fauchard Acad-

emy was held on Saturday March 7 2015, 
under the direction of section chair, 
Dr. Karl Lange. The joint meeting with 
the American College of Dentistry and 
the International College of  Dentistry 
was held in Louisville in conjunction 
with the Kentucky Dental Association 
meeting. Dr. John J. Sauk, Dean of the 
University of Louisville School of Den-
tistry and Dr.  Sharon P. Turner, Dean 
of the University of Kentucky College 
of Dentistry, were present to introduce 
and congratulate both the Senior and 
Junior Leadership Award Winners from 
each school. There were three students 
in attendance. Dr. Karl Lange had the 
honor of inducting two new Fellows at 
the meeting. Dr. Dennis Price, incom-
ing  President of the  Kentucky Dental 
5  Pierre Fauch
 Association and Dr. Mark Schulte, Past 
President of the Louisville Dental So-
ciety and the Kentucky Academy of 
General Dentistry were the honorable 
inductees.
The Michigan Section of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy wishes to con-

gratulate Dr. Patricia Boyle as the new 
Section Chair. Dr. Boyle has been a 
dedicated Fellow for many years and 
has served as Membership Chair for 
Michigan since 2008. She is Past Presi-
dent of the Detroit District Dental So-
ciety and has served as Chairperson 
of the Dental Review. Dr. Boyle has 
been very active at the State level as 
well, having served on the House of 
Delegates and as a Trustee. She has 
also worked on various committees 
for the Michigan Dental Association. 
She is truly an asset to the Michigan 
Section. 

A special thanks also to Dr. Ghabi 
Kaspo, the outgoing Michigan Section 
Chair. Dr. Kaspo has dedicated much 
time and effort to Michigan Fellows. 
In 2014, under his direction, Michigan 
Section was given the honor of being 
named a “Model Section” by Past Presi-
dent Dr. Dan Castagna. Our thanks to 
Dr. Kaspo. 

Sincerely,

—CHERI NEWMAN
Trustee Region 4
ard Academy • www.fauchard.org



Section 
News

Minnesota
On September 26th, 2014 Minnesota 
Section Chair Dr. Joseph P. Trow-

bridge and Region 10 Trustee Dr. Terry 
L. Brewick inducted Dr. Alejandro M. 
Aguirre into the Minnesota Section of the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy. Dr. Aguirre 
and PFA President-Elect Stockwell serve 
on the Board of Directors for the Amer-
ica’s Dentists Care Foundation (ACDF). 
This Foundation was established in 2008 
www.fauchard.org • Pier

Save the Da

L to R: Dr. Terry Brewick (Region 
10 Trustee), Dr. Alejandro Aguirre 
and Dr. Joseph Trowbridge (Section 
Chair).

Dr. Aguirre escorts the fi rst 
patient in line into the 2014 
Mankato MOM.
as a non-
profi t cor-
poration to 
address the 
need of pro-
viding quali-
ty equipment 
and technical 
assistance to 
aid states in 
putting on 
re Fauchar

te
Mission of Mercy (MOM) projects. Dr. 
Aguirre has chaired all three of Minne-
sota’s very successful MOM projects. The 
2014 Mankato MOM provided $900,000 
in free treatment on 1500 patients in just 
2 days. Dr.  Alejandro Aguirre now serves 
as Co-chair with Dr. Joe Trowbridge for 
the Minnesota Section, and represented 
Minnesota in San Antonio at the PFA 
Annual Section Chair Caucus and the 
Awards Luncheon. Drs. Trowbridge and 
Aguirre are looking forward to bringing 
Minnesota into Model Section status this 
year. They will be holding a larger in-
duction ceremony for new Fellows later 
this year.

Sincerely, 

—DRS. JOSEPH P. TROWBRIDGE 
AND ALEJANDRO M. AGUIRRE

Section Co-chairs, Minnesota
a

Wisconsin
The annual meeting and breakfast of 
the Wisconsin section was held on No-

vember 13, 2014 in Milwaukee. There were 
fi fty-four Fellows and guests in attendance 
and 9 new Fellows were inducted into 
the Academy. The Distinguished Dentist 
Award was presented to Dr. Tim Durtsche. 
During the meeting, an update was given 
on the section’s sponsored programs:

• Marquette University School of 
Dentistry/ PFA/Wisconsin Dental 
Association Mentor Program
d

• White Coat Ceremony
• Marquette University School of 

Dentistry student scholarships
• Wisconsin Dental Association 

Foundation
• Wisconsin Mission of Mercy
Congratulations to our new Fellows 

nd Dr. Durtsche!
Sincerely,

—DR. EUGENE SHOEMAKER
Section Chair, Winsconsin 
Colorado Section Brunch

The Colorado Section brunch will be 
held on June 7, 2015. 

Iowa Section Luncheon

The Iowa Section will hold its annual 
luncheon in Des Moines on Friday, May 
1st from 12-2 PM.

Southern California Section 
Luncheon

The Southern California Section will 
hold its luncheon on Saturday, May 2nd.
Oklahoma
The Oklahoma Section will hold its next 
breakfast meeting in Tulsa on  Friday, 
April 24th from at 7 AM, during the An-
nual Oklahoma Dental Association 
 Meeting.

Canada, Quebec Section
The 2015 Quebec installation and gala 
black-tie dinner will be held on the 
evening of May 24th at Club 357c in 
Montreal. This year, the event will ben-
efi t the Foundation of the ODQ.
 Academy  March/April 2015 • Dental World 11
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Mission
Our mission as Fellows 

in the Pierre Fauchard 

Academy is to recognize and 

grow leaders in the dental 

profession, their communities 

and society.
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