
Hawaii 2009 Section Caucus Report  
A well-attended Annual Section 

Caucus was held on October 2 

at the Sheraton Waikiki in 

Honolulu, Hawaii in conjunction 

with the ADA annual meeting. 

The following Section Chairs 

were in attendance: Argentina: 

Dr. Norberto Montheil, Georgia: 

Dr. Jay Harrington, Germany: Dr. Frank Braun, Japan: Dr. Kushi Matsumoto, New Jersey: Dr. 

Greg McGann, New York: Dr. Lynn Halik, North Carolina: Dr. Cindy Bolton, Philippines: Dr. 

Diampo Lim and Dr. Hermogenes Villareal, Rhode Island: Dr. Roger Turkel, South Carolina: 

Dr. John Reese, Utah: Dr. Richard Petty and Washington: Dr. Barry Feder.   

 

The Board of Trustees and the Management Team was present at the beginning of the Caucus 

to welcome the attendees. After an entertaining “Hula” dance video, and a short power point 

review of the Academy’s mission, goals and 

objectives, President Eller and President-Elect 

Hedlund provided opening remarks and a review 

of the year’s activities to the attendees. 

 

Our PFA web master; Mark 

Stanley, debuted the new look 

for the Academy’s website during 

the Caucus and taught the 

Section Chairs how to post 

current information for their Section on their designated web page.  The Chairs 

were charged with the task to communicate to their Section’s Fellows how they can now go 

online to get any information they need for local activities (of course this means the each Section 

Chair must keep his/her webpage updated) as well as activities of the entire Academy.   

 

The Chairs were also able to meet the Foundation’s new 

Executive Director, Ms. Laura Fleming Doyle.  After reviewing 

how to apply for Section Grants (forms are available on the 

website), and what types of programs are eligible for grants, she 

was able to answer questions as well as ask for input on how 

the Foundation could improve the process.  The Chairs were 

also charged with being leaders by example with their 

donations to the Foundation, ($100 was suggested as an amount for a Section Chair to contribute and 



$500 for a Trustee, with a goal of all in leadership positions to strive to become Shira 

Fellows at the $1000 level). Washington Section Chair, Dr. Barry Feder answered 

the charge by asking why the Foundation didn’t have donation forms at the ready 

so that donations could be made right on the spot!  The Chairs gave Ms. Doyle 

many good ideas and positive input. 

All the Chairs shared ideas and information about their respective sections and 

collectively dialoged about ways and means of bettering the Academy at the grassroots level as 

well as how the Academy could help them to serve their Section better.  The Chairs also shared 

the types of service programs their Sections were involved in from additional scholarships to 

local charity clinics in which Fellows volunteer.   It was pointed out that one of the nicer things 

about the Section Caucus is to see the concept of service within the profession on an 

international level.  For New Section Chairs this exchange is invaluable for helping them see the 

bigger picture and get ideas they can take back and implement in their Section.  Chairs who 

have previously attended can also be exposed to fresh ideas as well as mentor a new Chair and 

have the opportunity to make connections and share camaraderie on an International level.   

The idea that a Section Chair should being required to attend a Caucus at least once during 

their 3-year tenure was brought up for discussion.  As the ADA meeting moves around the 

country, in any given year there should be a location that it is more convenient for Section 

Chairs to attend. If Section Chairs from other countries can make the effort to attend the Caucus 

during the ADA, then certainly we expect no less from our Section Chairs in the States. The 

general feeling was that since there is a stipend to offset the costs, that attendance at least 

once during their tenure be mandatory for Section Chairs.  For Sections where the term of office 

is only one year, they can follow South Carolina’s lead and send their Chair-elect to the Caucus. 

Dr. Frank Braun of Germany brought up the idea of an International induction 

of New Fellows to be concurrent with the FDI meeting.  This idea generated 

much discussion and excitement with the general feeling that the Board of 

Trustees should explore this possibility as a way of making all the Fellows feel 

part of a truly International Academy.  The idea is that Fellows could choose to 

be inducted into Fellowship either on the local or international level.  Any input on this idea from 

Section Chairs not in attendance would be appreciated.   

The Chairs also asked once again that local (Section) dues be collected along with Academy 

dues as a way of controlling costs and streamlining procedures, the sentiment being if the ACD 

and ICD can do it, why can’t PFA?  They also would like to be able to pay dues online and were 

pleased to hear that a secure, password protected area of the website was being designed for 

that purpose.  The Chairs were also eager to hear when the dues rebate program would be 

reinstated. 

The Section Chairs look forward to a productive 2010 and are very committed to Academy. 

Karyn L. Stockwell, DMD   Chair, 2009 Section Caucus 

 

 


